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A one-way disk buildin~ a terrace. 
A "hi.-lwind terracer. 
An cle\ator tcrracer in u ' e-
Conservation Education Publications 
The following circulars form the conser-
vation education series. 
EC 63-139 What Causes Soil Erosion? 
EC 63-140 Kinds of Erosion 
EC 63-141 What Causes Gullies? 
EC 63-142 Can Gullies Be Controlled? 
EC 63-143 What Is a Terrace? 
EC '-63-144 What Is a Grassed ·waterway? 
EC 63-145 What Is Wind Strip Cropping? 
EC 63-146 How Should Farm Ponds Be 
Managed? 
EC 63-147 Conservation Practices in East-
ern Nebraska 
EC 63-148 Conservation Practices in " 'est-
ern Nebraska 
EC 63-1 49 Conser';3-tion Practices in the 
Saodhflls 
EC 63-150 Shelt'erbelts? 
EC 63-151 Who Helps Nebraskans With 
Soil and 'Vater Conservation? 
EC 63-152 Grass in Soil and ·water Con-
servation 
EC 63-153 Stubble Mulch 
EC 63-154 Conservation Rotation 
EC 63-155 Bench Leveling 
EC 63-143 
What Is a Terrace? 
By Harold H. Gilman 
Extension Service, University of Nebraska College of Agriculture 
Cooperating with the U.S. Department of Agric ulture 
and the College of Home Economics 
E. F. Frolik, Dean J . L. Adams, Director 
Of What Value Are Terraces? 
I. Slow down water-so more of it soaks into the ground. 
2. Prevent soil washing. 
3. Serve as guide lines for contour farming the field. 
4. Prevent flooding of land at the bottom of hill. 
5. Keep soil and water on the hill-farmers then produce better crops. 
6. Keep gullies from forming on the hill side. 
How Are Terraces Built? 
I. They are surveyed-so that they will help slow down or hold 
runoff water. 
2. They can be built with: 
a. Bulldo1.ers. 
b. Road patrols. 
c. Farm equipment such as plows, one-way disks. 
d. Special equipment such as small elevator graders and special 
terrace machines. 
Sur\'eying a terrace. 
Terraces being built with a bulldozer. 
A road patrol building a terrace. 
